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Nominee

Sephora B.
My name is Sephora Boisrond, and I am sixteen years old. I'm a

sophomore, and I attend Hillcrest High School. I have been a
member of the Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens for two years

now. I worked here during the summer because of the SYEP
program. In search of afterschool activities, I could partake in
outside of school, I joined my older brother who was already a

member. What first caught my attention about the club was how
much help they provide to high school students. I stayed because
of the connections that I made with the staff. When I was absent,
standoffish, or just going through one of my moods, staff members
never failed to show me that they noticed and cared through their
actions. Although I was brand new, this made me feel welcomed
and part of the community. This place will always have a special

place in my heart.



My name is Jasmine Jean, I’m sixteen years old and a junior
at John Bowne High School. I have been attending the Boys

& Girls Club of Metro Queens since I was in early
elementary because my mother enjoyed what opportunities,
programs, and activities they provided to my older sister.

By consistently immersing myself into the club’s
environment and the people around me supporting my

growth, the club became a safe haven for me. A quote that
resonates with me is “it’s time to start being the person

you want to be, not the person everyone else wants you to
be.”
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My name is Messiah Nelson, and I am an 11th-grade student-
athlete attending Richmond Hill High School. I've been

attending the Boys & Girls Club since my sophomore year.
My goal is to go to college to play basketball and get a

college degree. Through the athletics program at the Boys
and Girls Club, it has helped me get closer to achieving that

goal. I want to be an example for others who come from
where I come from and deal with tough circumstances. Since
I started attending the teen program, I have been more of a
caring, understanding, and respectful young man. With the
support I received here, I know I can do anything if I put my

mind to it!
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Thomas Santucci
Gateway Investments, LLC

Thylia Dias
DFS

Alex Ferrara
Aggregate Cement & Trucking, LLC

David Kupecky
Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens

Thank you to the
2024 Youth of the Year Judges



Thank You to Our Board of Directors

Board President
George Russo

United Title Agency

Vice Chair
Michelle Stoddart

Resorts World New York City

Vice Chair
Nina Zeiling
Noble Pancea

Treasurer
Ralph Bumbaca

TD Bank

Joseph J. Ferrara
Aggregate Cement & Trucking, LLC

Joseph Bracconier
Jospeh Law Group, P.C

Paul Capocasale
Capocasale’s Anna Marie Vallone

First Central Savings Bank

Eric Avrumson
NFP

Thomas Santucci
Gateway Investments

Herman Singh
Omni Mortgage

Jodia Vanel
NESVANMAR

George Esernio
Albanese & Albanese

Robert Vacarello
R.Y. Management

Andrew Schupak
Panda Interactive

Chairman Emeritus
Joseph A. Ferrara

BOARD MEMBERS



Thank You to Our Sponsors...
YOUTH OF THE YEAR SPONSOR

The Paul L. Martin Charitable Trust

OPPORTUNITY SPONSORS
Aggregate Cement & Trucking, LLC

The Joseph A. & Joan Ferrara Family Foundation
Resorts World New York City

TD Bank
Underpinning & Foundation Skanska, Inc.

Villa Russo

MENTOR SPONSOR
El Sol Contracting & Construction

FRIEND SPONSORS
First Central Savings Bank

Gateway Investments

SPONSOR A CHILD
Albanese & Albanese

Alex Ferrara
Everi

R.Y. Management, LLC

RAFFLE SPONSORS
DFS

New York Islanders

LIVE AUCTION SPONSORS
Garden City Country Club

TD Bank
United Airlines



Congratulates the 2024 Finalist and All The Members and Staff 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens!

You Are All Winners!

Best Wishes from The Ferrara Family & The ACT Team



Boys & Girls Club of Metro Queens

Congratulations to the 2024 Youth of the Year!

www.elsolcontracting.com

is a proud Mentor Sponsor for

http://www.elsolcontracting.com/


What Happens
When a kid wins
the coveted title of

“YOUTH
of the 

YEAR”?

Winners are awarded a
$20,000 scholarship for college
& act as Club ambassador!





Our Sincere Gratitude 
and Congratulations To Joe Tesi

Thank you for always being a good 
friend and loyal supporter of

You Are A RealYou Are A Real
Keep Up The Good Work!
Love, The Ferrara Family



“YOUTH
of the 

YEAR”

Youth of the Year winners
compete for regional &
national titles of

National winners receive
additional scholarships, a

brand new car, and will
represent the voice of 

7.7 million
Boys & Girls Club Youth 



Skanska is proud to support the Boys &
Girls Club of Metro Queens and their
mission to provide activities that inspire and
enable all young people to reach their full
potential as productive, caring, responsible
citizens.

As committed as we are to being the best 
in construction, we are just as committed to
building stronger communities where 
we live, work and play.

Building What Matters





“No person is ever as tall as when 
they bend down to help a child.”

 - Abraham Lincoln

In honor of

Mr. Ferrara, Mr. Liana, & Mr. Russo

The Paul L. Martin Charitable Trust



Thank you for your support! 
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